
LITURGY/MASS TIMES 
         IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION OF PUBLIC LITURGIES, 

   CELEBRATIONS OF THE MASS, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

               ALL OTHER GATHERINGS ARE SUSPENDED. 

                          For clarification of any concerns, 
              please contact your local diocesan authority. 
 

COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS 
A part of the letter from the Victorian Bishops’ to all the people  

of God across Victoria, says and we quote 
 

‘We encourage our priests to continue to celebrate Mass for the  
spiritual good of God’s people, the intentions of the faithful and  
the alleviation of the present crisis. We assure people that the Mass 
is being offered for you in our parishes and that while you are not 
physically present, you still participate spiritually and that you are  
close to the hearts of your pastors in the Eucharist.’  
and 
“All of this is happening during the Season of Lent, a time of 
preparation for the Easter mysteries. While we are invited to be 
self-sacrificial at this time, we must remember the words of Jesus 
upon appearing before his disciples after his resurrection: Again 
and again he said ‘peace be with you.’ (Jn 20:19) Let us not panic, 
nor be anxious, nor reduce ourselves to caring only for ourselves. 
This is a time to be sensible, practical, prayerful, and to share 
Christ’s peace with those who are struggling to feel calm and safe. 
Thank you for all your patience, prayers and resilience.” 
 

Considering this, we are encouraged to continue active 
participation in the life of the Church, through activities such as 
time in personal and family prayer, reflecting on the Scriptures, 
making a spiritual communion, or participating in a Mass online 
 

http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand 
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
www.wordonfire.org/daily  
also, Masses are live streamed from St Agatha’s, Cranbourne on 
YouTube. 
 

There will be a Sunday Gospel reflection uploaded onto our Parish 
website as well as onto our Facebook page. We will do this each 
weekend until we can, again, gather. Please stay tuned. Our 
website links are as follows: - 
 

Internet: www.stmarysbairnsdale.net 
Facebook: St Mary's Church Bairnsdale 
 

NEXT WEEKEND 28th & 29th March 
ROSTERS     Commentator           Proclaimer                Procession of Gospel/Gifts           Special Ministers  
6:00pm                                                   NO INFORMATION UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
9:30am                                                AS TO WHEN WEEKEND MASSES WILL RESUME. 
CHURCH CLEANING:  16th – 31st March – Any volunteers, please. 
 

                                                                                                                                                      
    
 
                                                    
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Parish Priest:             Fr Michael Willemsen 
Assistant Priests:      Fr Avinash George 
          Fr Jayakody Francis 
Bairnsdale Presbytery:    
23 Pyke Street Bairnsdale 3875                 Phone 5152 3106      
Email: stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com 
Internet: www.stmarysbairnsdale.net 
Facebook: St Mary's Church Bairnsdale 
St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Centre: 
135 Nicholson Street Bairnsdale 3875      Phone 5152 2942      
Parish Business Manager: Paul Heaton-Harris  
Parish Sacramental Coordinator: Michelle Grimsted 
Pastoral Coordinator: Pattie Pruscino 
Child Safety Officer: Kath Cassidy             Phone 5152 2942 
 

St Mary’s Primary:          Phone 5152 3706 
Principal:                           Michelle Garbutt  
Newsletter:                       www.stmbairns.catholic.edu.au 
Nagle College:                  Phone 5152 6122 
Principal:                           Neville Powles 
Newsletter:                       www.nagle.vic.edu.au 
St Mary’s Op Shop:         Phone 5152 2088 
 

Parish Pastoral Council: meets 2nd Thursday of the month.  
Please submit items for consideration to the Parish Centre by  
10.00am on Tuesday the week before the meeting. 
Members:  Angela McKail, Michael Flynn – co-chairpersons,  
Angelo D’Amore, Rita Bowers, Marylin Elliott and Wilma Collier. 
A Parish Directory of all Groups and contact details is available at  
the Pastoral Centre.  
 

Sacraments: Sacramental Information and registration forms are 
available at:   stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com  
Baptisms: Preparation sessions are held regularly, call the 
Sacramental Coordinator to make a date. Baptisms are celebrated 
during or after Mass on the 1st or 3rd Sunday’s of each month.  
Weddings: 6 months’ notice required, schedule dates with priest.  
Funerals: Please check with priest before setting dates & times. 
Anointing of the Sick: Please call the Parish Office.  
Communion to the Housebound & Aged Care:  
Please call Pattie Pruscino 5152 2942 or 0427 232 682 
Special Wedding Anniversaries: 6 months’ notice is needed to 
facilitate a Papal Blessing for parishioners. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

   St Marys Bairnsdale  St Patricks Paynesville 

BAIRNSDALE – OMEO 
East Region – Diocese of Sale 

 Who we are tomorrow begins with what we do today. 
 

        Vision:      We are a welcoming community where the word of God, through the message of Jesus Christ is made known & lived. 
        Our mission is to:            Live the message of Jesus Christ taking inspiration from Mary, the Mother of God.  
                                  Empower our community to activate their gifts to build a better world. Strengthen and grow our faith.        

 

5th SUNDAY of LENT, Year A – March 29th, 2020 
Welcome to all who have joined us to celebrate Mass. 

St Mary’s Parish Bairnsdale/Omeo acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai people, the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this 

land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

 

http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
http://www.wordonfire.org/daily
http://www.stmarysbairnsdale.net/
mailto:stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysbairnsdale.net/
http://www.stmbairns.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.nagle.vic.edu.au/
mailto:stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com


  

                      
The Listening and Discernment process of the 6 themes has now 
ended in our Parish. We continue to pray for the success of the 
Plenary Council 2020. 
 

 
 

 
As Teresa of Calcutta said, “Not all of us can do great things. But 
we can do small things, with great love.” You will be helping 
empower our world’s most vulnerable communities to grow 
stronger and share their strengths with their communities to lift 
themselves out of poverty.  
When we Go Further Together in love and compassion, the 
whole world thrives. You can donate through Parish boxes and 
envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 
 

ST MARY’S OPPORTUNITY SHOP 
St Mary’s Opp Shop is closed for the foreseeable future due to 
the concerns of the COVID – 19 virus.  
 

JOHN O’DONOHUE: ANAM CARA 
– A BOOK OF CELTIC WISDOM 

Blessing: 
On the day when 

the weight deadens on your shoulders  
and you stumble, 

may the clay dance to balance you. 
And when your eyes freeze behind the grey window 

and the ghost of loss gets into you, 
may a flock of colours, indigo, red, green and azure blue 

come to waken in you a meadow of delight. 
When the canvas frays in the currach of thought 

and a stain of ocean blackens beneath you, 
may there come across the waters 

a path of yellow moonlight to bring you safely home. 
May the nourishment of the earth be yours, 

may the clarity of lights be yours, 
may the fluency of the ocean be yours. 

And so, may a slow wind  
work these words of love 

around you,  
an invisible cloak 
to mind your life. 

 

FAMILY YOUTH MASS 
Family Youth Mass has been cancelled indefinitely. Let’s hope 
and pray we will gather again in May. 

 

    
 

                                                             
 

  
 
 
 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON LENTEN GROUP & COVID-19 VIRUS 
Those participating in the Lenten groups at Margaret Sheehan’s that 
meet each Tuesday afternoon have decided NOT to gather but to 
continue their Lenten preparation at home. Once a week they will 
‘buddy’ with another member of the group via phone and share, from 
their prayer/reflections, their insights, ideas, questions or challenges. 
 

FUNDRAISER FOR BURSARY FUND 
You are invited to lunch with Bishop Pat O’Regan on Saturday 25th July 
2020.  The lunch will be at the Black-Tie Function Centre, 90 Alfred St, 
Warragul, 12noon.  The two-course lunch will cost $50 and wine, beer 
and soft drinks will be available at bar prices.  The event is open to men 
and women who want to support this venture.  This event is proudly 
hosted by the Knights of the Southern Cross, Diocese of Sale and all 
proceeds will go to the Bursary Fund for the education of Sale Diocese 
Seminarians.  Tickets are available 

at:   https://www.trybooking.com/BIWRN 
 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFE PARISH 
Central to the mission of the Immaculate Conception Parish 

 (known as St Mary’s Parish) is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-
esteem and integrity of children and vulnerable persons and providing them with 
 a safe, supportive and enriching environment to develop spiritually, physically, 

intellectually, emotionally and socially. If you wish to speak with someone phone:  
Kath 5152 2942; Police 5150 2600; or Towards Healing 1800 816 030 

 
 

Please pray for 
OUR RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Peter Robbins, Bro. Noel Hannabery SDB, Brenda Lyons,  
Irene McKenzie, Elly Cox. 
 

ALL WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES occur at this time: 
Matt Coco, Fr Patrick O’Brien, Fr Patrick Quigley, Fr Gerard Toner, 
Fr William Reagan, Betty Kirwan, Rosa Lamanna, Ron Hannaford, 
Dennis Prendergast, Francesca Lanteri, Paolo Lanteri, Lorna 
Gilchrist, Mary Sova, Carmel Brown, Edna Cottrell, William Field, 
Sam Monk, John Saunders, Vera Saunders, Mgr. Joe Daly. 

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.” 

 

PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER THE SICK: 
Val Jamieson, Fr Theo Rush ofm, Joshua Kelly, Marcie Hayles,  
John Pruscino, Lachlan Van Den Einden, Kitty Cosse, Joan Marshall, 
Irene Beatson, Loran Tilley-Withers, Alan Cross, Jacek Dutkiewicz, 
Adam Gilhooley, Tahlia De Felice, Mary Johnson, Nicholas Browne, 

Carmel Kenyon, Fr Carl Schafer ofm, John Graves, Alan Cooke,  
Rick Jones, Julie Frew, Yvonne Roy, Cathy Tickle, Matthew Brunt, 
Bernadette Wolters, Paul Hamilton, Joan Wriggel, Jane Rowlands, 
Peter Grimsted, Pauline Northway (nee Mason), Billy Sant, Pat Doe, 
John Buck, Arthur Elbourne, Guy Newman, Ena Morris, Mark Kelly, 
Ray & Fran Adamson, Amy Hood, Michael Counsel, Gerard Templer,  
James Warren, Coral Prendergast, Brian Rowe, Joyce Harrington, 
Paul McFarlane, Shannon Helmers, Tammy Ewing, Rose Gallagher, 
Elizabeth Knight, Gerry McDonald, Margaret Flynn, Tracey Moffatt, 
Julie Ann Milnes-James, Dennis (Danny) Phelan, Anne Armstrong, 
Trish Henderson, Tyson Chapman, Holly Box, Elizabeth Stehmann. 

Please remember all parishioners who are in ill health or 
 recuperating from illness or surgery. 

 

Please let the Parish Centre know if you wish to add or remove 
names of persons from the sick list. 

 
 

Collections for week ending 22nd March 2020 
        Envelopes                       $       700.00 
        D/D & Cards                        $      470.00 
        1st Collection                       $          0.00 
        2nd Collection       $          0.00 
        Church Tours                      $          0.00 

PLENARY 2020 – 
How is God calling us to be a  

Christ-centred Church? 
 

Tawonga is a 10-year-old girl living 
with a disability and struggling 
with food insecurity and 
discrimination in Malawi.  Since 
participating in a Caritas Australia 
supported program, Tawonga’s 
life has transformed. 
Please donate to Project 
Compassion 2020 to so this 
transformational program can 
continue to empower vulnerable 
women, men and children, and 
strengthen the communities 
around them.  

Let’s Go Further, Together. 

 

 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
https://www.trybooking.com/BIWRN


                             

 
 

 

CLOSURE OF PARISH CENTRE 
As of Thursday 26th March 2020, the Parish Centre is closed till 
further notice. Staff will work from home where possible. The phone 
will be diverted to the Presbytery. If you need to contact us, please 
email, or put an enquiry through the webpage or phone 5152 2942 
or 5152 3106  - leave a message and someone will get back to you or 
to speak with a priest – phone either of the numbers and a priest will 
‘pick up’ when possible. 
You may also be aware that the churches have closed their doors. 
Again, because of COVID – 19, this is something we have been 
advised to do.  
Regarding baptisms and funerals, be sure to speak with someone in 
authority to know what is currently acceptable.   
 

 

LIVING THE GOSPEL – Lenten Light 
‘Jesus wept’ is the shortest verse in the New Testament. Just two 
little words carry a world of emotion and speak volumes about Jesus. 
Pope Leo 1 used this verse to highlight the two natures of Jesus, 
pointing out that in his humanity, Jesus wept for the death of his 
friend, but in his divinity, Jesus raised Lazarus to life. Lazarus and his 
sisters were close friends of Jesus and Jesus is clearly emotional 
about the death and its effect on Martha and Mary. That Jesus is 
about to restore Lazarus to life does not deny the grief and mourning 
at Lazarus’ death. 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
‘And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and 
rested, and exercised, and made art, and played games, and learned 
new ways of being, and were still. And listened more deeply. Some 
meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And 
the people began to think differently. And the people healed. And in 
the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and 
heartless ways, the earth began to heal. And when the danger 
passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their 
losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and 
created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been 
healed.”                                                                                  Kitty O’Meara 
 

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 
For parishioners from all churches wishing to continue their 
planned giving and to make other contributions, funds can be 
directly banked to the church account as follows: - 
BSB: 083-879 
ACCOUNT: 48919 4022 
REFERENCE: Envelope number and name 
OR send cheques to St Mary’s Parish, 23 Pyke Street, 
Bairnsdale, Vic, 3875. 
 

VINNIES WELFARE CENTRE 
The Vinnies Welfare Centre has closed its doors for the foreseeable 
future due to concerns of the COVID-19 virus. 
 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS want us to know that they are available 
to people who wish to speak with them at any time. If there is some 
problem you wish to discuss please do not hesitate to call Bruce 
(0412 938 772) or Jeanette (0409 662 925). They will be very glad to 
speak with you.   
 

 

CALLED AND GIFTED 

Charism is simply the Greek word used in the New Testament for 
“favour” or “gratuitous gift”.  

Appreciating charisms, or spiritual gifts, helps us to see our 
parish as a place of gifts, rather than a place of needs. 

Everyone is given unique gifts. Many people can recognise their 
charisms and abilities, but there are many who are unsure of their 
gifts. We must all do our little bit to encourage and help discern 
how we may use our gifts/ charisms. No gift is too small or 
insignificant.    
 

                                                                      
 
Our Parish is blessed with many people who share their 
gifts/charisms within our Church and wider community. We give 
thanks to  Trish and her charism of SERVICE – along with others, 
helping those affected by this time of social isolation; to Irene (from 
Melbourne)and her gift of LEADERSHIP – doing her utmost to work 
through our problems with sending bulk emails; and to Charlie and 
his charism of HELPS – after the bushfires there is still pain but 
doing all he can to support his extended family. We thank them for 
sharing their gifts with us and our community and ultimately we 
thank GOD who has given them. 
 

40 HOUR VIGIL – HEALING THE HURTS 
Due to precautions that are being taken with the COVID-19 virus 
the 40 Hour Vigil has been cancelled. It has been suggested that 
during the 8th & 9th April you may still wish to tie a ribbon on the 
church fence in solidarity for all abuse victims.  
 

A PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH, THE GREAT PROTECTOR 
St Joseph, 
You were receptive to God working in your life. 
Help us by your prayers at this time of trial. 
You kept Jesus and Mary under your watchful care: 
may your prayers assist our local Church to respond to those 
in need. 
You taught the Christ Child your trade and prayers: 
help us to follow his example of love. 
You were part of God’s plan for all humanity: 
assist us to be vigilant and responsible this day. 
You spent your life in service: 
may we be mindful of others, particularly the elderly and 
vulnerable, caring for them in these difficult days. 
You trusted in the clear primacy of God over all history and 
every situation: help us to grow in faith and pray to the 
Father, Thy will be done.                                                          Amen  
 
    

SMILE:   
Teacher: Jack, are you sleeping in my class? 

 Jack: Not anymore, Miss! 
 
 
 

 

Readings for 5/04/2020   
PALM SUNDAY  

of the Passion of the Lord, Year A 

          1st Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-7  
                  Psalm: Ps 21: 8-9, 17-20, 23-24 
         2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11 
                 Gospel: Matthew 26: 14 – 27: 66 
            

 
Isaiah 

The Charism of  
CRAFTSMANSHIP 

empowers a Christian to be an effectice 
channel of God’s goodness to others 
through artistic or creative work that 
beautifies and/or orders the physical 

world. 

 Is this your gift?  
 

    

DATES TO REMEMBER 

  5th April: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord. 
  6th April: Start of Holy Week.  
10th April: Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord. 
12th April: Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

      Prayer for the Plenary Council 2020 

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 

 Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.  

O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia  

and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.  

Give us the grace to see your face in one another  

and to recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.  

Give us the courage to tell our stories 

and to speak boldly of your truth.  

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other  

and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.  

Lead your Church into a hope-filled future,  

that we may live the joy of the Gospel.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

bread for the journey from age to age. Amen. 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

St Mary MacKillop, pray for us. 

     *********************************************************** 

5th Sunday of LENT, Year A 

Entrance Antiphon 
 

Give me justice, O God, 

and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 

From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 

for you, O God, are my strength. 
 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 37: 12-14 
 

The Lord says this: I am going to open your graves; I 

mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and 

lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know 

that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise 

you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my 

spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you 

on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, 

have said and done this - it is the Lord who speaks. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: 
 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,/Lord, hear my 

voice!/O let your ear be attentive/to the voice of my 

pleading. R. 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,/Lord, who would 

survive?/But with you is found forgiveness:/ 

for this we revere you. R. 

My soul is waiting for the Lord,/I count on his word./ 

My soul is longing for the Lord/more than watchman 

for daybreak./(Let the watchman count on daybreak 

and Israel on the Lord.) R. 

Because with the Lord there is mercy/and fullness of 

redemption,/Israel indeed he will redeem/from all its 

iniquity. R. 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the  
Romans 8: 8-11 
 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can 

never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are 

not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit 

of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you 

possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to 

him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, 

 
 

 

 

but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself 

because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of 

him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 

then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life 

to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in 

you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 

whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to  
John 11: 1-45 (Short form 11: 3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45) 
 

The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to 

Jesus, 'Lord, the man you love is ill.' On receiving 

the message, Jesus said, 'This sickness will end not 

in death but in God's glory, and through it the Son 

of God will be glorified.' 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet 

when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where 

he was for two more days before saying to the 

disciples, 'Let us go to Judaea.' 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in 

the tomb for four days already. When Martha heard 

that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary 

remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, 

'If you had been here, my brother would not have 

died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask 

of God, he will grant you.' 'Your brother' said Jesus 

to her 'will rise again.' Martha said, 'I know he will 

rise again at the resurrection on the last day. 

' Jesus said: 'I am the resurrection and the life, If 

anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will 

live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never 

die. Do you believe this?' 

'Yes Lord,' she said 'I believe that you are the 

Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come 

into this world.' Jesus said in great distress, with a 

sigh that came straight from the heart, 'Where have 

you put him?' They said 'See how much he loved 

him!' But there were some who remarked, 'He 

opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have 

prevented this man's death?' Still sighing, Jesus 

reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to 

close the opening. Jesus said, 'Take the stone 

away.' Martha said to him 'Lord by now he will 

smell; this is the fourth day.' Jesus replied 'Have I 

not told you that if you believe you will see the glory 

of God?' So they took away the stone. Then Jesus 

lifted up his eyes and said: 

'Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew 

indeed that you always hear me. But I speak for the 

sake of all these who stand round me, 

so that they may believe it was you who sent me.' 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, 
'Lazarus, here! Come out!' The dead man came out, 

his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a 

cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 'Unbind 

him, let him go free.' 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and 

had seen what he did believed in him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

   


