
 
OUR  VISION 

We are a welcoming community where the word of God, 
through the message of Jesus Christ, is made known and lived. 

OUR MISSION 

Live the message of Jesus Christ taking inspiration from Mary, the Mother of God.  
Empower our community to activate their gifts to build a better world.  

To strengthen and grow our faith. 

Parish Priest:              Fr Michael Willemsen 

Assistant Priests:       Fr Avinash George 

                           

Presbytery:    

23 Pyke Street Bairnsdale   Phone 5152 3106      

St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Centre: 

135 Nicholson Street Bairnsdale     Phone 5152 2942      

Email: stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com 

Website: www.stmarysbairnsdale.net 

Facebook: St Mary's Church Bairnsdale 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR B, 20th December 2020 

We acknowledge the Gunaikurnai people, the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of 
years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to 
this country. We pay respect to elders past, present and emerging, and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

St Patrick’s Paynesville 

OUR CHURCH DOORS ARE OPEN 
St Mary’s church is open, once again. As we have 
moved into the “COVID normal” stage, we welcome 
everyone back to all our churches, including visitors. 
Our smiling church volunteer guides at St Mary’s are 
back and they would love to have a few more join their 
ranks. Our Mass and Reconciliation schedules have  
returned to normal. No Reconciliation Christmas Eve. 

Reconciliation 
Friday following 9:10am Mass 

Saturday 9:30am—10am and 5:30pm—5:50pm. 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFE PARISH 

Central to the mission of the Immaculate Conception Parish  (known as St Mary’s Parish) is an unequivocal commitment to  
fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of children and adults at risk and providing  them with a safe, supportive, and enriching  

environment to develop spiritually, physically, Intellectually, emotionally, and socially.  
If you wish to speak with someone phone: Kath 5152 2942;  Police 5150 2600; or Towards Healing 1800 816 030. 

   

Monday: 9:10am 
 

Tuesday: 9.10am 
 

Wednesday: 9:10am 
Maddocks Gardens: 10:30am 
 

Thursday &  Friday          
 See Christmas Timetable  

Saturday: 6pm 
Sunday: 9.30am 

St Patrick’s, Paynesville 
Sunday: 8am  

St Canice’s, Lindenow 

Sunday: 11am  

During the Christmas period Fr Stephen Onuahu 
will help us with Masses in the High Country and 
Swan Reach. The newly ordained, Fr Paul Zaher, 
will look after the Orbost Parish and then come 
to assist here at St Mary's when Fr Avinash takes 
some annual leave after Christmas. 

Fr Michael, Fr Avinash & 
parish staff wish all a 
holy and joyful  
Christmas. Travel safely, 
enjoy time with friends 
and family (don’t eat 
too much). May the love 

and peace of Christmas stay with you in 2021.  

       CHRISTMAS MASSES  
             St Mary's Church,  
           Main St., Bairnsdale  
       Christmas Eve: 7:00pm Mass  

                   at Presentation Hall, Nagle College,  
      (Hope Avenue off Lindenow Dargo Road.) 

Midnight Mass in St Mary's Church 
Christmas Day: 9:30am Mass 

St Patrick's Church, King St, Paynesville 
Christmas Day: 8:00am Mass 

Sacred Heart Church, Cassilis Rd, Swifts Creek 
Christmas Eve: 6:00pm Mass 

St Francis' Church, McFarlane St, Benambra 
Christmas Eve: 7:30pm Mass 

Roster for Masses 26/27 December 

6pm   Sat     Welcomer: P Pruscino     Commentator: M Saunders       Reader: B Calabro 

9:30am Sun   Welcomer: M Owen       Commentator: A Chila               Reader: A Vowell                                        
Please find a replacement if unable to fill your spot. 
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Prayer for Plenary Council 2020 
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 

Come, Holy Spirit of the  
great South Land.  

O God, bless and unite all your people 
in Australia  and guide us on the  

pilgrim way of the Plenary Council. 
Give us the grace to see your face in one another  

and to recognise Jesus,  
our companion on the road. 

Give us the courage to tell our stories 
and to speak boldly of your truth.  

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other  
and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying. 

Lead your Church into a hope-filled future,  
that we may live the joy of the Gospel.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
bread for the journey from age to age.  Amen. 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us. 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS are now available  

from the Parish Centre for $12.   

ST MARY’S SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

This has been a tough 
year for many due to 
COVID-19.   For people  
seeking asylum, the 
impacts have been 

magnified by lack of access to income support, housing, 
and healthcare and an uncertain future. 
It's time for us to reflect together on the impact of this 
year’s events for people seeking asylum, the role of the 
Catholic community in responding to the huge level of 
need, and how we can continue to build hope and  
momentum in 2021.                                                                                                               
Bishop Vincent Long has called for an end to the 
“deplorable” situation facing refugees and asylum  
seekers.  Copies of his statement are available in the 
porch of the Church. Pick up your copy of an article 
‘Parramatta bishop says   Kangaroo Point situation 
‘deplorable’’. Some food for thought and links to more 
stories about the Kangaroo Point Detention Centre. 

As Parish Sacramental Coordinator, I am 
preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation to 
be celebrated in March 2021. Enrolment for can-
didates can now be made by leaving their name 
and a contact phone number at the Parish Centre 
and I will follow up.                       Many thanks Michelle Grimsted.  

STAMPS FOR SALESIAN MISSIONS 
With Christmas here, you are reminded 
to keep your used postage stamps. They 
will benefit Salesian Missions. Please cut 

the stamps from the envelopes leaving a 5mm border. 
Stamps can be left at the Parish Centre in the box  
provided, or on the  collection plate in an envelope.  

ROSARY VIA ZOOM 
Following a very successful ‘Praying the Rosary Daily’ during 
the month of October, we continued this on a weekly  
basis each Wednesday at 7pm (still via Zoom). 16th December 
was our last evening for the year. We will be back again on 
Wednesday 27th January at 7pm. If you need the link, please 
email Michelle. We look forward to you joining us at any time. 
Have a blessed Christmas and see you in the New Year. 

The Heart of life as a catholic  

www.sienna.org 

The Catherine of Sienna  Institute was 
founded in 1997. A programme of the 
Western Dominican Province, they 
seek to further the mission of the 
church to the world by ensuring that lay Catholics (who are 99% 
of the Church) have access to the formation they need to effec-
tively carry out their unique and essential part in this mission. 
Every baptised  Christian receives from Christ a unique and spe-
cific call, therefore every Christian needs the kind of preparation 
that the Church offers to those seeking to fulfill a specific mission. 
The Church calls such preparation ‘formation’, and states that 
‘formation is not the privilege of a few but a right and duty of all. 

• It is lay in approach, spirituality and focus 

• Deeply rooted in tradition and teaching of the Church 

• Fosters integration of faith, work and relationships 

• Takes seriously the gifts given by the Holy Spirit  

• Enables each person to discern God’s unique call to them 

• Prepares one to be an effective, creative apostle 

• Geared to the real lives of working adults 

Registering Attendance at Mass  
This can be done electronically for those with 
mobile phones.  
Step 1: aim the phone camera at the bar code 
and wait for the app to appear.  
Step 2: move to your seat and fill in first name 
and phone contact, as requested.  
Step 3: If you are with someone who doesn't 
have a phone camera, please consider doing step 
1 and 2 for them on your phone. For those  

We welcome into our Parish family         

Emily Chiara Nicole   

    daughter of  
   Eleanor Mitchell  

& 
Angelo D'Amore 

Congratulations and blessings to  

Melissa Pape  

and  

Ricky Young  

Bishop Greg’s Christmas Message is  
available at the following link https://
www.cdsale.org.au/news/bishop-greg-bennet
-s-christmas-message-2020  and  
also via our Diocesan YouTube account by 
searching “Catholic Diocese of Sale’ on 
YouTube. A printed  version is also available.              

https://www.cdsale.org.au/news/bishop-greg-bennet-s-christmas-message-2020
https://www.cdsale.org.au/news/bishop-greg-bennet-s-christmas-message-2020
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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED:  Daniel (Dan) Phelan (husband of Margaret), Des Lovell, Fr Frank Young,  
Geraldine Keyte, Norma Stevens; Victims of mental health issues; of Covid-19; Victims of terrorist attacks, war and conflict 
and asylum seekers, and victims of family violence and poverty.                                                       

ALL WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES occur at this  time…  Leonie Bennett, Theresa Brown, Sheila Collins, Marion Hall, Jean McCulloch, 
Harold Batty, Jim Bennett, Barbara Grimsted, Monica Smith, Desmond Hickling, Noel Rooney (Snr), Joe Pruscino,  

Eileen Mason, Clem Rooks, Albert Nelson, Eileen Dean, John Kolar, Frank Burton, George Burton, Jack Burton, Pat Brennan, 
Peter Brown, Max Kelsey, and the priests who have worked in the Diocese.  

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.” 

PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER THE SICK:  Mary Kirsner, Jim Quigley, Paul McFarlane, Craig Counsel, Elizabeth Stehmann,  
John Butler, Arthur Elbourne, Linton Smith, Sr Barbara Brown-Graham FCJ, Roma Greig, Andre Buxton, Vic & Thelma Smythe, 
Alan Wilson, Trish & Karl Henderson,  Brian Rowe, Robert Coleman, Lorraine O’Brien, Dennis (Danny) Phelan, Rick Jones,  
Marcie Hayles, John Pruscino, John Graves, Julie Frew, John Buck.   
                

Please remember all parishioners who are unwell or recovering from illness or surgery.  

 Those on the “sick list” will remain on it for one month,  
if  you would like to keep someone on the list after this time, please contact the Parish Centre. 

Parish Pastoral Council: meets 2nd Thursday of the month. Please submit items to the Parish Centre by 10.00am 
Tuesday the week before. Members: Angela McKail & Michael Flynn: co—Chairpersons; Angelo D’Amore, Rita Bow-
ers, Marylin Elliott and Wilma Collier. Ex-officio members: priests, principals and Pattie. 
 

A Parish Directory: is available at the Pastoral Centre.  

Sacraments: Information & registration forms available at stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com 
 

Baptisms: Call the Sacramental Coordinator to set a date. Baptisms are celebrated during or after Mass on the 1st 
or 3rd Sunday’s of each month. Weddings: 6 months’ notice required, schedule dates with priest.   
Funerals: Please check with priest before setting dates & times. Anointing of the Sick: Please call the Parish  
Centre.  Communion to the Housebound /Aged Care:  Call Pattie Pruscino 51522942 or 0427 232 682   
Special Wedding Anniversaries: 6 months’ notice is needed to organise a Papal Blessing for parishioners. 

The Holy Family of Jesus,  Mary & Joseph,  
Year B  27/12/2020   
Gen 15:1-6, 21: 1-3    
Psalm 104: 1-6, 8-9   

Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19    
Luke 2:22-40 

 

ORDINATION CARD 
Please pick up your card in honour of the  

Ordination of our 10th Bishop of Sale, Bishop 
Greg Bennet.  

We hope there will be enough for 1 per family. 

 

OFFICE CLOSURE 
The Parish Centre will be closed from  

Wednesday 23rd December and reopen on  
Tuesday 19th January 2021. 

Week ending 13th December 

Envelopes: $2,463.00  D/D & Cards: $465.00 

1stCollection: $340.00  2nd Collection: $455.00  

FRATELLI TUTTI  Pope Francis’s Social Encyclical  

Chapter  3: Vision of an open world. 

‘Envisaging and engendering an open world’. In this chapter 
Francis exhorts us to ‘go outside the self’ in order to find ‘a 

fuller existence in another’, opening ourselves up to others, according 
to the energy of charity which makes us move towards ‘universal  
fulfilment’. The Encyclical recalls that the spiritual stature of a  
person’s life is measured by love, which takes precedence and leads us 
to seek better for the life of others, away from self. The sense of soli-
darity and fraternity begin within the family, which are to be  
safeguarded and respected in their vital mission of education. The right 
to live with dignity cannot be denied to anyone, and since rights have 
no borders, no one should be excluded regardless of where they are 
born. Francis calls us to consider the ethics of international relations as 
the goods of the territory cannot be denied to those who are in need 
and come from another place. Thus, the natural right to private  
property should be secondary to the principle of universal distribution 
of created goods. Th Encyclical also places specific emphasis on the is-
sue of foreign debt, subject to the principle that it must be paid, it is 
hoped that this does not compromise the growth  and subsistence of 
the poorest countries.                    Vatican News Isabella Piro 

Scripture Note: In today’s gospel we see how Mary consented to become the mother of the Redeemer. 
When she said yes to God, she would not have realised the full implications of what she was agreeing to. 
She had no idea that every door would be closed in her face. That shortly after his birth she would be a  
refugee in a foreign country, and that some 33 years later she would see him executed as a criminal. Faith 
is not blind. It is beyond reason but not against it. When we look at a nativity scene today everything 
seems so pretty, so peaceful so orderly. The child does not cry, there is no sound from the donkey or oxen 
and no smell of any kind. The straw is clean, the coloured or subdued lights add a surreal light to the  
scene. We hear heavenly music and the star that leads the Magi. But this is not real. Everything was not 
neat and tidy and pretty. It was full of hurry and worry as our Christmas is. It was also full of uncertainty, 
disappointment and fear. They had just completed a long journey, arriving in Bethlehem poor, unknown and 
unable to find any accommodation. There were no doctors or nurses standing by waiting for Mary to give 
birth. Mary made a complete gift of herself to God and accepted the task he gave her. Even though she 
didn’t understand the full implications of it, she trusted that god would give her all the help she needed. 
She trusted God so deeply that she gave up control over her future and let God define her life. “Here I am, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word”.           Flor McCarthy SDB 
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4th Sunday of Advent, Year B 

Entrance Antiphon:  
 

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

A reading from the second book of Samuel (7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16) 
 

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest from all the enemies surrounding 

him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, 'Look, I am living in a house of cedar while the ark of God 

dwells in a tent.' Nathan said to the king, 'Go and do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.' 

But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:' Go and tell my servant David, "Thus the Lord 

speaks: Are you the man to build me a house to dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from following the 

sheep, to be leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all your expeditions; I have cut off all 

your enemies before you. I will give you fame as great as the fame of the greatest on earth. I will provide 

a place for my people Israel; I will plant them there and they shall dwell in that place and never be  

disturbed again; nor shall the wicked continue to oppress them as they did, in the days when I appointed 

judges over my people Israel; I will give them rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make you great; 

the Lord will make you a House. And when your days are ended and you are laid to rest with your  

ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your body after you and make his sovereignty secure. I will be a 

father to him and he a son to me. Your House and your sovereignty will always stand secure before me 

and your throne be established for ever."'                                                     The Word of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  
 

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. 

Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. R. 

'I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant: 

I will establish your dynasty for ever and set up your throne through all ages.' R. 

He will say to me: 'You are my father, my God, the rock who saves me.' I will keep my love for him  

always; for him my covenant shall endure. R.     
          

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans (16:25-27) 

 

Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live according to the Good News I preach, and in 

which I proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept secret for endless ages, but now so clear 

that it must be broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith. This is only what 

scripture has predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God wants things to be. He alone is  

wisdom; give glory therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen.  

                                                                                                                         The Word of the Lord.

              

Gospel Acclamation 
 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done. Alleluia! 
 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke (1:26-38) 
 
 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 

named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. He went in and said to her, 

'Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.' She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked 

herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, 'Mary, do not be afraid; you have won 

God's favour. Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great 

and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he 

will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.' Mary said to the angel, 'But how 

can this come about, since I am a virgin?' 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you' the angel answered 'and 

the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called 

Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and 

she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.' 'I am the 

handmaid of the Lord,' said Mary 'let what you have said be done to me.' And the angel left her. 

                                                                                                                                                                                 The Gospel of the Lord. 
                

                                                                                                                                   Jerusalem Bible 
                                             © Copyright Liturgy Brisbane 

 



OUR COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE 

We commit to making our Church a safe place for children and young people and protecting 
them from harm. 

 
 
 

 

You are special and will always be welcome in our Church. 
 
 
 
 

What you think and feel is important to us. 
 
 
 

 

We will make sure our leaders and helpers understand their responsibilities to keep you 
safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We respect you just the way you are. 
 
 
 

 

If you feel unsafe or are worried about someone else’s safety, we will listen and take 
this seriously. 

 
 
 

We will help you to be safe. This means that if you are being hurt or are in danger of being 
hurt, we will speak to the Police or another person who can help you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 St Marys Parish Bairnsdale Omeo 
Confidential help is always available. Ph 5152 2942 

Email: stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com Safeguarding Officer: Kath Cassidy  


