
 
OUR  VISION 

We are a welcoming community where the word of God, 
through the message of Jesus Christ, is made known and lived. 

 

OUR MISSION 
Live the message of Jesus Christ taking inspiration from Mary, the Mother of God.  

Empower our community to activate their gifts to build a better world.  
To strengthen and grow our faith. 

Parish Priest:              Fr Michael Willemsen 

Assistant Priests:       Fr Avinash George 

                        Fr Jayakody Francis 

Presbytery:    

23 Pyke Street Bairnsdale   Phone 5152 3106      

St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Centre: 

135 Nicholson Street Bairnsdale     Phone 5152 2942      

Email: stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com 

Website: www.stmarysbairnsdale.net 

Facebook: St Mary's Church Bairnsdale 

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A 6TH SEPTEMBER 2020 
We acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai people, the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands 
of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION: 6 SEPTEMBER 2020 

FATHER'S DAY APPEAL FOR THE PRIESTS' WELFARE FOUNDATION OF THE DIOCESE OF SALE: This Fund supports the priests and dea-
cons of our diocese in times of sickness or retirement.  At present the Foundation is supporting eleven priests and three deacons and 
their wives in retirement and is responsible for the other priests, including our overseas priests, and deacons in time of sickness.  Do-
nations can now be made by clicking:-  https://www.cdsale.org.au/priestswelfarefoundation   The foundation is most grateful and ap-
preciative of your support for our priests and deacons in these difficult times.  All donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible and a 
receipt for tax deduction purposes will be automatically sent if an email address is provided. Donations may also be made through 
your local parish. 

PARISH CENTRE CLOSED 

Please make contact through the numbers above especially to arrange baptisms, weddings or funerals. 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFE PARISH 

Central to the mission of the Immaculate Conception Parish  (known as  
St Mary’s Parish) is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity,  

self-esteem and integrity of children and vulnerable persons and providing  
them with a safe, supportive, and enriching environment to develop  

spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally, and socially. If you wish to 
speak with someone phone: Kath 5152 2942; Police 5150 2600;  

or Towards Healing 1800 816 030. 

PRAYER 

St Patrick’s Paynesville   

ARE YOU A SPIRITUAL LEADER?  

The Spiritual Leaders Program is a one-year, part-time program held 
on Friday mornings (and some Friday afternoons). It is suitable for 
people in outreach ministries and various positions of   

leadership within their faith community, such as priests, ministers,  

members of religious Orders, lay ecclesial ministers, community and 
spiritual leaders, chaplains, pastoral carers, and those in health and 
education. The program, which commences in Feb 2021, focuses on 
personal integration of the theory and practice of a contemplative, 
discerning approach to pastoral ministry. Previous participants have 
commented that this Program has been transformational in terms of 
their personal spirituality and their leadership skills.  The Program 
may be available online via Zoom, face-to-face, or a combination of 
both. Apply to Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral  

Formation. Fee-Help is available to qualifying participants. Brochure 
and application form at www.heartoflife.melbourne or  

Telephone:  03 9890 1101. 

mailto:stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysbairnsdale.net
https://www.cdsale.org.au/priestswelfarefoundation
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Please continue to pray for the  

Plenary Council . Due to the current  

situation  the process is on “hold”.  

 

Prayer for the Plenary Council   2020 

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 

Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land. 

O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and 
guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council. 

Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to 
recognise Jesus, our companion on the road. 

Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak  
boldly of your truth.  

 

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a  
discerning heart to hear what you are saying. 

 

Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may 
live the joy of the Gospel.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey 
from age to age. Amen. 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

St Mary MacKillop, pray for us. 

Plenary Council 

Michelle has been notified that the  thematic papers 
are now available as an AUDIO VERSION..... Simply  
logon to the plenary 2020 website, click on the tabs Dis-
cernment- Thematic Discernment Papers - Audio Ver-
sion for each theme. Also, there are HARD COPIES avail-
able at the Parish Centre. 

         Please pray for OUR RECENTLY DECEASED:  

Brian Gray, Geoff Downie, Colin Appleton. 

ALL WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES occur at this time… James Duggan, Mary Keady, Fr Ted Cooper SDB, Mary Field, Owen Gibbons. 

Pina Ciaglia, Manfred Ratzman, Bill Greenwood, Helen Gagalowicz, Chris McKenna, and the priests who have worked in the Diocese. 
“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.” 

PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER THE SICK:  Lorraine O’Brien, Elaine Ariens, Andre Buxton, Rick Jones, Margaret Nugent, Marcie Hayles, 

John Pruscino, Dennis (Danny) Phelan, John Graves, Julie Frew, John Buck, Peter Grimsted. 

Please remember all parishioners who are unwell or recovering from illness or surgery.  

With the bulletin changes, those on the “sick list” will remain on it for one month, if  you would like to keep someone on the 

list after this time, please contact the Parish Centre. 

RECONCILIATION 

If you would like to receive the  
sacrament of Reconciliation  

you may ring the Presbytery on 
51523106 to speak with one of the 

priests to make an arrangement. 

  PARISH SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP  

POSTAGE STAMPS: Please remember to collect used 
stamps for the Salesian Missions. They can be left at  
the Parish Centre, Nicholson Street. The funds raised  

are dispersed for education and relief purposes in  
Samoa, Guatemala and Timor Leste.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Over the past 20 years, St Mary’s Parish has put aside 2.5% of 
Planned Giving receipts for local, national, and international needs. 
Your suggestions are warmly invited for this year’s disbursement of 
accumulated funds. Please leave your written suggestions at the 
Parish Centre by no later than 9th September. “Our challenge is to 
accompany people from the margins into a journey towards the full-
ness of life and love. We are meant to be in the coalface, in the 
messiness of it all and at the same time in fidelity to the Gospel… 
Like Christ in his ministry among the sick and the lost, we are called 
to meet God in the most unlikely people and places. We too, must be 
in that frontier space.”  socialjustice.catholic.org.au   

What is Season of Creation? 
Season of Creation started on 1 
September, the Day of Prayer for Crea-
tion and ends on 4 October, the Feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi. Today’s Scripture 
tells how the will of God works in our 

lives. Earth’s cycles of life and death, rebirth and transformation 
are God’s first teaching. Have we rebelled against God’s ways?

WHAT CAN I DO?    
 • Learn what bio-diversity means.                                         

 • Join a Land or Beach Care group.                                                

 • Find out how ‘nature conservancy’ groups function.   

Go to: https://www.columban.org.au/media-and-publications  

educational  resources/a-catholic-season-of-creation-sundays-of-

september-year-a 

Gwen Cook  

is celebrating a very special  

birthday this Sunday.  

Family and friends wish her all 

the very best and many  

blessings throughout the year. 

May we soon be able to catch up 

and celebrate together.  

HOLY LAND COLLECTION 

This year, due to the closure of churches during Holy Week 

and the cancellation of the annual Pontifical Good Friday 

Collection, Pope Francis has rescheduled this collection to 

Sunday September 13th 2020, so it coincides with the 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross on Sept 14th. This 

weekend will be the whole Church's opportunity to stand in 

solidarity with the people of the Holy Land in their ongoing 

needs for pastoral and humanitarian assistance, made 

much greater due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 

Entrance Antiphon 

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; 
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  33: 7-9 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, 'Son of man, I have appointed you as sentry to the 
House of Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn them in my name. If I say to a wicked man: 
Wicked wretch, you are to die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked man to renounce his ways, then 
he shall die for his sin, but I will hold you responsible for his death. If, however, you do warn a wicked 
man to renounce his ways and repent, and he does not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but you your-
self will have saved your life.' 
                         The word of the Lord. 
Responsorial Psalm 
 
R. O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not your hearts. 
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, with songs let us hail the Lord. R. 
Come in; let us bow and bend low; let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we the people who belong to his pasture, the flock that is led by his hand. R. 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 'Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, as on that day at  
Massah in the desert when your fathers put me to the test; when they tried me, though they saw my 
work.' R. 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul Romans 13: 8-10 
 
Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love. If you love your fellow men you have carried out 
your obligations. All the commandments: You shall not commit adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not 
steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are summed up in this single command: You must love your neigh-
bour as yourself. Love is the one thing that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the answer to 
every one of the commandments. 
                          The word of the Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. Alleluia! 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 18: 15-20  
              
Jesus said to his disciples: 'If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out with him alone, be-
tween your two selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your brother. If he does not listen, take 
one or two others along with you: the evidence of two or three witnesses is required to sustain any 
charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to the community; and if he refuses to listen to the 
community, treat him like a pagan or a Tax-collector. ‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall 
be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven. I tell 
you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by 
my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with them.’ 
                                                                                                                       The Gospel of the Lord.  
                                                                                                                  © Copyright Liturgy Brisbane 2020 (Jerusalem Bible)  
Scripture Note :  

Hard heartedness gives one a measure of invulnerability in so far as one can’t feel and therefore can’t be hurt. However, it is 
a sad and pitiable state. A hard heart can’t feel, can’t respond, can’t love. A hard heart can’t experience sorrow, but neither 
can it experience joy. It is a closed heart so it can’t receive. Spiritually it is one of the worst things that can happen to you. 
A soft heart, on the other hand, is a blessing. It does make one vulnerable as the soft hearted are easily hurt. But a soft heart 
can also be touched, moved and warmed. It can be saddened but also deliriously happy. It can respond. 
The gospel raises a very practical issue – how to act when someone close to you is treating you badly. Commonly when faced 
with a problem like this we begin by keeping it to ourselves, pretending everything is normal – but brooding on it. This tends 
to magnify it and can make us sour and depressed and may cut the offender off as revenge. 
Eventually we begin to tell others about it. We bring them in, not as advisers, but as people who will,” be on our side”. Often 
the last person to hear about the hurt is the person involved. Today’s gospel gives us an alternative approach. We should 
confront the person. In fact, it is our duty to do so. Not doing so, shows a lack of love for the person. It takes courage and in-
volves risk, but sometimes a bit of honest talking may clear the air.  
It should not be done in anger or annoyance, nor should it be done out of a desire to get even. Also, before we do it, we 
should examine our conscience to see if maybe we are partly to blame. If as an individual we fail, we should go to the com-
munity, (family or other group of concerned – responsible people). To seek reconciliation is, according to Christ, more im-
portant than offering sacrifice to God. (Mt5:23-24).  
“O that today you would listen to His voice. Harden not your hearts”. God is continually calling us from the error of our ways 
into a closer relationship with him and with one another.               Flor McCarthy SDB (New Sundays & Holy Day Liturgies Year A) 



Parish Pastoral Council: meets 2nd Thursday of the month. Please  
submit items to the Parish Centre by 10.00am Tuesday the week before.  

Members: Angela McKail & Michael Flynn: co—Chairpersons; 
Angelo D’Amore, Rita Bowers, Marylin Elliott and Wilma Collier. 

A Parish Directory: is available at the Pastoral Centre.  

Sacraments: Information & registration forms available at  
stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com  

Baptisms: Call the Sacramental Coordinator to set a date. Baptisms are 
celebrated during or after Mass on the 1st or 3rd Sunday’s of each 
month.  

Weddings: 6 months’ notice required, schedule dates with priest.  

Funerals: Please check with priest before setting dates & times. 

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the Parish Centre.  

Communion to the Housebound /Aged Care:  Call Pattie Pruscino 
51522942 or 0427 232 682  

Special Wedding Anniversaries: 6 months’ notice is needed to  
organise a Papal Blessing for parishioners. 

Parish Business Manager :     

                                          Paul Heaton Harris 

Pastoral Care:                    Pattie Pruscino 

Sacramental Coordinator:     

                                            Michelle Grimsted 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Kath Cassidy 

Pastoral Centre:                  5152 2942 

Presbytery:                          5152 3106 

St Marys’ Primary School:   5152 3706 

Principal:             Michelle Garbutt 

Newsletter:                     
   www.stmbairns.catholic.edu.au 

Nagle College:             5152 6122 

Principal:            Neville Powles 

Newsletter:       www.nagle.vic.edu.au 

St Mary’s Op Shop:    5152 2088 

A message from Fr  Francis        RUGBY BALL SHAPED COCONUT 

The seminary I studied at was located within a large coconut plantation. It was the coconuts 

plucking day. The superior asked the seminarians to go into the plantation to collect coconuts 

and make them into a heap nearby the house. Playful and cheerful as the young seminarians 

were they started picking up coconuts and throwing them all as far as possible to show how 

sporty they were.  One in the group wanted to show others that he was even smarter. He threw 

up a coconut that had the shape of a rugby ball and like in a football game kicked it so hard. No 

chance, he just fell flat on the ground screaming in pain. Within minutes his foot swelled into the 

shape of a rugby ball. For the next three weeks he was in bandages and had a noticeable limp. 

This is how young or sometimes elderly too get into difficulties and troubles when they do or say 

things without being farsighted. Wisdom always tells us to think well before we act or speak out.  

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM –                                                                                   

There are 5 ways to fulfil your commitment. 

1. Bank your contributions into this account— 

         BSB: 083-879  ACCOUNT: 48919 4022    
         ACCOUNT NAME: St Marys Parish Bairnsdale/  
 Omeo   Ref: Your Name and Envelope number    
        and mark 1st or 2nd Collection.  
2. or, go into your bank with this information and 

they will do it for you. 
3.   or, send cheques to St Mary’s Parish, 23 Pyke 
 Street, Bairnsdale, Vic, 3875    
4. or, drop off at the Parish Centre Thursday or  
 Friday between 10am-2pm. 
5. or, keep your envelopes with your commitments, 

saving them until we return to Sunday services.  

Our Parish finances have been affected during this 
pandemic and we will make necessary adjustments to 

manage the challenges it presents. Please call  Paul 
Heaton-Harris 0418 377 076 if you have any questions. 

THANK YOU for your support. 

Collections  

week ending 30/8/20 

            Envelopes: $    361.00 

D/D and Cards: $ 1,520.00 

  1st Collection: $       0.00 
 2nd Collection: $     60.00 

Readings for 24th Sunday 

13/9/2020 

      Sirach 27:30 – 28:7 

     Psalm 102: 1-4, 9-12 

    Romans 14: 7-9 

   Matthew 18: 21-35 

CALLED AND GIFTED 

The Charism of  

 HEALING 

       Empowers a  

   Christian to be a   

channel of God’s 

love through whom 

God cures illness and restores 

health when healing is unlikely 

to occur quickly or to happen 

at all. 

Is this your gift ? 

Some possible expressions:  
Medical Professional, caregiver, Pastoral Staff,  Spiritual Direction, Counselling. 
 

In our Community: Our Parish is blessed with many people who share their gifts/
charisms within our Church and wider community. We give thanks to Jane and her char-
ism of LEADERSHIP– presenting a great St Mary’s school bulletin showing how teachers, 
students and families work well together; and to parents/carers of Confirmation candi-
dates and their gift of TEACHING— supporting their child as they come to know Jesus 
and their catholic faith better by meeting via ZOOM. We thank them for sharing their 
gifts with us and our community and ultimately we thank GOD who has given them.  
 

Patron saint for the charism of Healing: St Martin de Porres (1579-1639). He began life 
as the illegitimate son of a Spanish officer and a free black woman in Peru. He was ap-
prenticed to a physician as a child and entered the Dominican Order as a lay brother at 
15. Martin was a skilled physician with a reputation as a healer and miracle worker. The 
sick and poor flocked to him and many remarkable healings were attributed to him dur-
ing his lifetime. He is revered as the patron saint of inter-racial justice. 

East Gippsland has faced hardships this year includ-
ing drought, bushfires, and two Stage 3 restrictions 
which have hit some community members especially 
hard. Mrs Julie Small, Administration Manager at 
Nagle College and a Sunrise Rotary member, ap-

proached Mr Neville Powles, Principal, about ways Nagle College could en-
gage and support our local community. Sunrise Rotary Bairnsdale generous-
ly agreed to donate funds for meals and Nagle College Canteen staff gener-
ously donated their time and kitchen. Captain Jones was thankful for the 
donations, commenting "The Salvation Army relies heavily on community 
generosity. The meals provided by Nagle College and Sunrise Rotary will al-
low us to provide both delicious & nutritious meals quickly to those in need 
within the East Gippsland community." Over 60 meals were prepared on 
Wednesday 19 August, with plans to continue cooking on a weekly basis 
throughout remote learning.  

SALE DIOCESE VIRTUAL  

PRAYER GATHERING 

We are invited to a time of  

prayer, worship and  

nourishment.  

DATE: THIS Saturday  

5th September 

TIME: 10am— 12Noon (AEST) 

PLATFORM: Zoom 

(ID 848 7975 9951 &  

Password: CCRSALE 

All are welcome. 

mailto:stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com

