
 
OUR  VISION 

We are a welcoming community where the word of God, 
through the message of Jesus Christ, is made known and lived. 

 

OUR MISSION 
Live the message of Jesus Christ taking inspiration from Mary, the Mother of God.  

Empower our community to activate their gifts to build a better world.  
To strengthen and grow our faith. 

Parish Priest:              Fr Michael Willemsen 

Assistant Priests:       Fr Avinash George 

                        Fr Jayakody Francis 

Presbytery:    

23 Pyke Street Bairnsdale   Phone 5152 3106      

St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Centre: 

135 Nicholson Street Bairnsdale     Phone 5152 2942      

Email: stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com 

Website: www.stmarysbairnsdale.net 

Facebook: St Mary's Church Bairnsdale 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A 20TH SEPTEMBER 2020 

We acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai people, the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of 
years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

KEEP THE DATE:  
ROSARY IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

The East Gippsland parishes are offering an  
opportunity for all to join in ‘via Zoom’ to pray 

7pm each evening from  
1st October to 31st October. Don’t have Zoom? That is okay, 

you can pray the Rosary at 7pm knowing that others are 
praying with you. More details to follow next week. 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFE PARISH 

Central to the mission of the Immaculate Conception Parish  (known as  
St Mary’s Parish) is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the  

dignity, self-esteem and integrity of children and vulnerable persons and  
providing  them with a safe, supportive, and enriching environment to devel-

op spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally, and socially.  
If you wish to speak with someone phone: Kath 5152 2942; 

 Police 5150 2600; or Towards Healing 1800 816 030. 

  Our Lady of Immaculate Conception 

    Omeo    

“The one who judges me is the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 4:4      

During the year I have tried to stop judging people – com-
pletely. But this is hard. Everyday there are those “little” 
judgements, that sneak into our minds. It can seem im-
possible to fight them. But I have found something easier: 
the instant a judgement enters my mind about someone, 
I immediately substitute a prayer. (I say one “Hail Mary” 
for that person.) It works! After months of this I notice 
that I feel freer inside. It turns out all those little judge-
ments were weighing me down and causing internal tur-
moil. During the day, take notice of all the little ways you 
judge people. Then, try my solution. Perhaps you too, will 
feel freer inside, and more at peace.          Msgr Stephen  J. Rossetti. 

OUTDOOR MASSES FOR UP TO 10 PEOPLE 

Under the new restrictions beginning 17 Sept, the 

following Masses will be held outdoors for up to 10 

people. Phone booking is essential.  

St Mary’s, Bairnsdale Thursday 24th Sept 9:10am 

St Mary’s, Bairnsdale Friday 25th Sept 9:10am  

at the Grotto in front of the Presbytery. 

As we did in May, Sunday Masses will only be in the 
high country, on the regular monthly basis, where 
there is usually less than 
10 people anyway. Week-
day outdoor home Masses 
are also possible. Again, 
please request by phone. 

Message from Rev Fr Peter Slater to all parishes in the Sale Diocese:   

‘In light of the current circumstances of Cvid-19 restrictions in the State of Victoria and following the announce-

ment of “Steps” by Premier Andrews for Regional Victoria and Metropolitan Melbourne, it is necessary to postpone 

the planned Ordination and installation of Bishop-Elect Gregory Bennet which had been scheduled for 20th October 

at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sale. The Steps for Regional Victoria prevent public religious worship within the Cathedral 

and other settings (with special exemption for restricted funerals) until 23rd November 2020. 

The Diocese of Sale wishes to support the State Government in its efforts to ensure the health and safety of all Vic-

torians. We are mindful of the many other important occasions which people have delayed or have been unable to 

celebrate. 

Once the Diocese is able to receive advice that we are able to proceed with the liturgy of Ordination and Installation 

of Bishop-Elect Bennet you will be notified immediately. As you would understand the liturgy will respect all re-

strictions as required. In any event the Ordination will be live-streamed in order that we can gather as One people 

in faith in welcoming our new bishop among us.’    Yours sincerely in Christ, Rev Fr Peter Slater, Diocesan Administrator 

mailto:stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysbairnsdale.net


Please continue to pray 
for the  

Plenary Council .  
Due to the current  

situation the process is  
on “hold”.  

 

Prayer for the Plenary Council 2020 

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 

Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land. 

O God, bless and unite all your people in  
Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of 

the Plenary Council. 
 

Give us the grace to see your face in one  
another and to recognise Jesus,  

our companion on the road. 
 

Give us the courage to tell our stories and to 
speak boldly of your truth.  

 

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other 
and a discerning heart to hear what you are 

saying. 
 

Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, 
that we may live the joy of the Gospel.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the  
journey from age to age.  Amen. 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

St Mary MacKillop, pray for us. 

PLEASE PRAY pray for OUR RECENTLY DECEASED: Carmel Radziejewski (nee Casey, in Perth). 

ALL WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES occur at this time… Kathleen Currie, Fortunato Desio, Jose Hinkling, Pasquale Morelli, Dick Pepper, 
Betty Merlo, Glenda Moulton, Evan Dungey, Luciano Brovedani, Vince Capobianco, Agnes Neligan, and the priests who have worked 
in the Diocese.  

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.” 
 

PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER THE SICK:   Vic & Thelma Smythe, Alan Wilson, Trish & Karl Henderson, Brian Rowe, Robert Coleman, 

Lorraine O’Brien, Elaine Ariens,  Andre Buxton, Rick Jones, Margaret Nugent, Marcie Hayles, John Pruscino, Dennis (Danny) Phelan, 

John Graves, Julie Frew, John Buck, Peter Grimsted. 

Please remember all parishioners who are unwell or recovering from illness or surgery.  

 Those on the “sick list” will remain on it for one month, if  you would like to keep someone on the list after this time,  

please contact the Parish Centre. 

If you would like to receive the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation you may ring the 
Presbytery on 51523106 to speak with one of 

the priests to make an arrangement. 

A SPECIAL CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY (CLC) EVENT  

 Event:    THE MESSAGE OF THE ULURU  
              STATEMENT FROM THE HEART 
Date:     Tuesday, 22nd September, 2020 
Time:     7.00-8.15 pm AEST 
Host:      CLC Victoria supported by CLC Australia 
RSVP:     vicexco@gmail.com then a Zoom link will be 
sent to you 48 hours before the event. 
The message and journey of the Uluru Statement  
towards Voice, Treaty and Truth -  a presentation by 
Thomas Mayor The Uluru Statement is an invitation from 
First Nations to all Australians “to walk with us in a movement 
of the Australian people for a better future”. Please join us to 
hear Thomas' story and to learn about the Uluru Statement 
campaign. This will only happen if the wider Australian com-
munity shows active support for a First Nation Voice -as a 
community we can help to make a difference!    

Sacramental Program 2020 

Below is part of a letter sent to parents this week regarding the Sacramental 
Program for 2020. 

‘This year, as we have had to deal with the effects of the Covid 19 pandem-
ic, it has been a year like no other for all our Catholic Parishes and has 
meant that regular scheduling of preparation for and celebrating of these 
Sacraments has not been able to proceed as originally planned.  

Looking forward the Parish and School believe it is in our collective interest 
to postpone celebrating both the Sacrament of First Reconciliation and First 
Holy Communion until next year (March and May-June). If restrictions al-
low, the Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6) is being given priority and will 
go ahead next term.   

If, however your family has a strong desire for your child to receive the Sacra-
ment of First Reconciliation or be prepared to receive First Holy Communion 
prior to this please contact either myself or Fr Michael to discuss how we can 
further assist you. Our approach is one where we strive to achieve the right 
balance between all partners, to share in the life of the Catholic community 
and recognise there are times when a unique response is called for to support 
a child in their faith journey. If you have any queries, please contact me via 
email stm.michelleg@gmail.com ’      

    HOWEVER 

23 St Mary’s Primary School  students and  
6 Catechist's are preparing  ‘on line’ to receive the  
Sacrament of Confirmation. Please keep them in 
your prayers. If you would like to send them an 
email/letter of encouragement, please email them 
to stm.michelleg@gmail.com or drop them off at 
the Parish Centre. Thankyou & God Bless, Michelle 

 

Birthday Congratulations to 
 

 Lyn Donchi  
 

who had a special birthday this week.  
Blessings & good wishes from  

all in the Parish. 

Watch this clip – the song Amazing Grace, performed by  

The Kings Singers And Soundabout Inclusive Choir. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2AdcUbjPr2A  

'Walking with Wisdom' Contemplative Sessions (via Zoom) – Thursdays, 10am-12.30pm (AEST) on 8, 15, 22 & 29 October 2020. 

We invite you to join us for a series of contemplative sessions with Carole Carmody rsm and Marlene McGrath, providing opportunities for 

Deep Listening:  to oneself at this unique time in our lives;  to Divine Wisdom in the Heart, and in the Hearts of Others;  and to engage in 

a gentle, creative response.  Join for one or all sessions. $85 for the Series or $25 per session. Bookings at www.trybooking.com/

BLILH. Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation, tel 03 9890 1101,   www.heartoflife.melbourne   

mailto:vicexco@gmail.com
mailto:stm.michelleg@gmail.com
mailto:stm.michelleg@gmail.com
http://www.trybooking.com/BLILH
http://www.trybooking.com/BLILH
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 

Entrance Antiphon 

I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, 
I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 
 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (55:6-9) 
 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is still near. Let the wicked man  
abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, 
to our God who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways not your ways -  
it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above your ways, 
my thoughts above your thoughts.                                                                      The word of the Lord.
                                        
Responsorial Psalm  
 

R. The Lord is near to all who call him. 

I will bless you day after day and praise your name for ever. 

The Lord is great, highly to be praised, his greatness cannot be measured. R. 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures. R. 
The Lord is just in all his ways and loving in all his deeds. 

He is close to all who call him, who call on him from their hearts. R.  
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul  to the Phillipians (1:20-24,27) 
 
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life or by my death. Life to me, of course, is Christ, but 
then death would bring me something more; but then again, if living in this body means doing work which 
is having good results - I do not know what I should choose. I am caught in this dilemma: I want to be 
gone and be with Christ, which would be very much the better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a 
more urgent need for your sake. Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the  
gospel of Christ.                                                                                                    The word of the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son. Alleluia! 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew  (20:1-16) 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire work-
ers for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his 
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market place and said to 
them, "You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a fair wage." So they went. At about the sixth hour 
and again at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the eleventh hour he went 
out and found more men standing round, and he said to them, "Why have you been standing here idle all 
day?" "Because no one has hired us" they answered. He said to them, "You go into my vineyard too." In 
the evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, "Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
starting with the last arrivals and ending with the first." So those who were hired at about the eleventh 
hour came forward and received one denarius each. When the first came, they expected to get more, but 
they too received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the landowner. "The men who came 
last" they said "have done only one hour, and you have treated them the same as us, though we have done 
a heavy day's work in all the heat." He answered one of them and said, "My friend, I am not being unjust 
to you; did we not agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last-comer as 
much as I pay you. Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because I am gener-
ous?" Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.'               

                                                                                      The Gospel of the Lord. 
                                   © Copyright Liturgy Brisbane  
 

Scripture Notes: We do not know the mind of God except in a very general way. The story starts, “The kingdom of 
God is like...” This story is told to help us understand how kingdom people live. Discipleship is a gift. We don’t earn 
it. Discipleship is not bestowed because of talent or long service. Discipleship gives us no claims on God. We can’t 
say “I’ve given the best years of my life to God, God owes me.” 
We can’t even claim to have a special call. If the Scripture tells us anything, it is that God can use people from a 
variety of backgrounds, races, the talented, the untalented to act on God’s behalf. All this is required is an open-
ness to the movement of the Spirit acting in the world for peace and justice. Moses thought that his stutter would 
disqualify him in any debate with the powerful. God didn’t think so. Zacchaeus thought that being dodgy in his 
dealing with people would disqualify him. Jesus didn’t think so. The Syro-Phoenician woman argued the point with 
Jesus to get him to listen. Jesus listened and the girl was cured.  “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor your 
ways my ways.” We can say, “Thank God.” In this story the qualities of mercy and justice are finely balanced.  
The employer treated the early workers justly and to the latecomers he showed mercy and compassion.   
This parable is for us who follow Jesus. Do I believe that church goers are worth more than non church goers?  
Do I believe that heterosexual people are worth more than homosexual people? Do I believe that married people 
are worth more than divorced people? Do I believe that Catholics are worth more than Muslims? Do I think that I 
can decide who is beyond the love of God? “Seek the Lord where he is to be found” not where we think God should 
be found.                                                                                                                          Patricia Stevenson RSJ 
                                                                                                                      



Parish Pastoral Council: meets 2nd Thursday of the month. Please  
submit items to the Parish Centre by 10.00am Tuesday the week before.  
Members: Angela McKail & Michael Flynn: co—Chairpersons; 
Angelo D’Amore, Rita Bowers, Marylin Elliott and Wilma Collier. 
Ex-eficio members priests, principals and Pattie. 

A Parish Directory: is available at the Pastoral Centre.  

Sacraments: Information & registration forms available at  
stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com  

Baptisms: Call the Sacramental Coordinator to set a date. Baptisms are 
celebrated during or after Mass on the 1st or 3rd Sunday’s of each 
month.  

Weddings: 6 months’ notice required, schedule dates with priest.  

Funerals: Please check with priest before setting dates & times. 

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the Parish Centre.  

Communion to the Housebound /Aged Care:  Call Pattie Pruscino 
51522942 or 0427 232 682  

Special Wedding Anniversaries: 6 months’ notice is needed to  
organise a Papal Blessing for parishioners. 

Parish Business Manager :     

                                          Paul Heaton Harris 

Pastoral Care:                    Pattie Pruscino 

Sacramental Coordinator:     

                                            Michelle Grimsted 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Kath Cassidy 

Pastoral Centre:                  5152 2942 

Presbytery:                          5152 3106 

St Marys’ Primary School:   5152 3706 

Principal:             Michelle Garbutt 

Newsletter:                     
   www.stmbairns.catholic.edu.au 

Nagle College:             5152 6122 

Principal:            Neville Powles 

Newsletter:               www.nagle.vic.edu.au 

St Mary’s Op Shop:    5152 2088 

 

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM –                                                                                   

There are 5 ways to fulfil your commitment. 

1. Bank your contributions into this account— 

         BSB: 083-879  ACCOUNT: 48919 4022    
         ACCOUNT NAME: St Marys Parish Bairnsdale/  
 Omeo   Ref: Your Name and Envelope number    
        and mark 1st or 2nd Collection.  
2. or, go into your bank with this information  
 and they will do it for you. 
3. or, send cheques to St Mary’s Parish,  
 23 Pyke  Street, Bairnsdale, Vic, 3875    
4. or, drop off at the Parish Centre Thursday or  
 Friday between 10am-2pm. 
5. or, keep your envelopes with your  
 commitments, saving them until we return to 
 Sunday services.  
Our Parish finances have been affected during this 
pandemic and we will make necessary adjustments 

to manage the challenges it presents. Please call   
Paul Heaton-Harris 0418 377 076 if you have any 

questions. THANK YOU for your support. 

Collections - 
week ending 13/9/20 

 

             Envelopes: $     489.00 

D/D and Cards: $  975.00 

  1st Collection: $     250.00 
 2nd Collection: $      440.00 

Readings for 26th Sunday  
27/9/2020 

        Ezekiel 18: 25-28 

          Psalm 24: 4-9 

     Philippians 2: 1-11 

      Matthew 21: 28-32 

CALLED AND GIFTED 

The Charism of  

  CRAFTMANSHIP 

empowers a   

Christian to be a   

channel of God’s 

love through artistic or  

creative work that beautifies 

and/or orders the physical 

world. 
 

Is this your gift ? 

Some possible expressions:  
Artist, Cook, Designer, Architect, Interior Designer, Landscape Designer, Gardener, 
Woodworker, Illustrator, Handyman or Creative Homemaker. 
 

In our Community: Our Parish is blessed with many people who share their gifts/
charisms within our Church and wider community. We give thanks to the staff and 
students of Nagle College and their charism of GIVING – supporting SVdP with 
meals and groceries for those people in difficulty during this time; and John and his 
gift of HELPS — ready and willing to help out at the Opp Shop shed when needed. 
We thank them for sharing their gifts with us and our community and ultimately 
we thank GOD who has given them.  
 

Patron saint for the charism of Craftmanship: St Joseph –was a Carpenter in his  
lifetime.  
 

Scripture References: Exodus 28:2-5, 31:1-11; Ecclesiasticus 38:27-34; Acts 18:3   

 PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  

Jesus opens our eyes to the boundless generosity of God. With glad and  

grateful hearts ,let us pray for all our needs.  

We renew our prayer for frontline health and community workers that they 
stay safe and strong as they devote themselves to the care of others, 
                                                                                                                    Lord Hear Us 

We pray for those facing extreme financial hardship due to the pandemic. May 
we as a community support them in every way we can,                  Lord Hear Us 

We pray for a worldwide conversion of heart to a joyful spirit of thankfulness in 
communion with Jesus,                                                                           Lord Hear Us 

We pray for our leaders that their wise decision making will support the well 
being of our world and the community,                                              Lord Hear Us 

We pray that those facing isolation and loneliness may find themselves  

cherished by God’s love and receive the community care and support they 
need,                                                                                                           Lord Hear Us     

What is Season of Creation? 
Season of Creation started on 1 September, the Day of Prayer for Creation and ends on 4 October, the Feast of  St. Francis of Assisi. Today, 
we celebrate the grace of God loving us into existence and giving Earth as our home. As we come to worship, we ask forgiveness for the times 
we have failed to forgive the people around us. 

WHAT CAN I DO?    
 • Review the ecological impact of your life-style 
 • Grow herbs and vegetables at home. 
 • Visit a local community garden 

Go to: https://www.columban.org.au/media-and-publications educational  resources/a-catholic  
season-of-creation-sundays-of-september-year-a 

Bartholomew … asks us to replace consumption with sacrifice, greed with generosity, wastefulness with a spirit of shar-
ing, an asceticism which “entails learning to give, and not simply to give up.                                 Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #9                                                                                                                             
Young people demand change. They wonder how anyone can claim to be building a better future without thinking of the 
environmental crisis and the sufferings of the excluded.                                                     Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #218 
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